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“It was in regard to that moment that R. Judah b. Abba gave 
testimony concerning the daily whole offering brought in the 
morning, that it was offered at the fourth hour [M. Ed. 6:1].” 


[F] Said R. Levi, “Also in the time of this evil kingdom [presently 
ruling] they would let down to them two baskets of gold, and they 
would send up to them two kid goats. Finally they let down to them 
two baskets of gold, and they sent up to them two pigs. 


[G] “The basket had not gotten half way up the wall, before the pig 
pressed [its nails] against the wall and kept forty parasangs out of 
the land of Israel. 


[H] “At that moment the sins [of Israel] brought it about that the daily 
whole offering was canceled, and the house [of the Temple] was 
laid to waste.” 


The city [wall] was breached [M. 4:5B]: 


It is written, “[In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on 
the ninth day of the month], a breach was made in the city” (Jer. 39:2). 


And yet you say this? 
Said R. Tanhum bar Hanilai, “There is an error in calculation here.” 


That is in line with what is written:” In the eleventh year, on the first 
day of the month, the word of the Lord came to me” (Ezek. 26:1). 


“Son of man, because Tyre said concerning Jerusalem, ‘Aha, [the gate 
of the people is broken, it has swung open to me, I shall be replenished 
now that she is laid to waste].’” 


[G] What is the meaning of “Aha?” [The cited verse indicates that 
Tyre rejoiced on the first day of the month. ] 


[H] If you say that it was on the first of Ab, the city had not yet been 
burned. 


[I] If you say it was on the first of Elul, could a courier [who carries 
letters] go in a day and a night [1.e., in just a short time] from 
Jerusalem to Tyre? 


[J] R. Yohanan and R. Simeon b. Laqish: R. Yohanan said, “It may be 
compared to a king who was sitting and making calculations. They 
came and told him, ‘Your son has been taken captive,’ and he erred 
in his calculations. He said. Let this day stand at the beginning of 
calculations.’” 


